AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. § LI 16 Q77999 
U.S. Application No. 10/685,592 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 

application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

1. (canceled). 

2. (currently amended): A phase locked state detecting apparatus for detecting a 
phase locked state of a processing clock signal with respect to a reference clock signal the 
processing clock signal generated bv a phase locked loop and used in an informat ion processing, 
the reference clock signal being the reference for control bv the phase locked loo p, the phase 
locked state detecting apparatus comprising: 

a detecting device which detects a change of frequency of the processing clock signal and 
generates a detecting signal; and 

a determining device which determines on the basis of the detecting signa l whether or not 
the processing clock signal is in the phase locked state with respect to the reference clock signal; 
The phas e locked state detecting apparatus according to claim 1, 

wherein the detecting device comprisesT-a an edge counter which counts an interval of a 
rising edge timing of the processing clock signal; and a processing unit which regards the 
interval as a value indicating the frequency of the processing clock signal to detect the change of 
the frequency of the processing clock signal 
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3. (currently amended): A phase locked state detecting apparatus for detecting a 
phase locked state of a processing clock signal with respect to a reference clock signal, the 
processing clock signal generated by a phase locked loop and used in an information processing, 
the reference clock signal being the reference for control by the phase locked loop, the phase 
locked state detecting apparatus comprising: 

a detecting device which detects a change of frequency of the processing clock signal and 
generates a detecting signal; and 

a determining device which determines on the basis of the detecting signal whether or not 
the processing clock signal is in the phase locked state with respect to the reference clock signal; 
Th e phas e lock e d stat e det e cting apparatus according to claim 1, 

wherein the determining device determines on the basis of the detecting signal that the 
processing clock signal is in the phase locked state with respect to the reference clock signal 
when the change of the frequency of the processing clock signal is less than a preset threshold 
value, and 

wherein the determining device determines that the processing clock signal is not in the 
phase locked state with respect to the reference clock signal when the change is not less than the 
threshold value. 



